
 

The Woman’s Club of Williamsburg, GFWC 
 

NEWSLETTER, December 2016 
 

 

 

General Meeting December 14, 2016 at Colonial Heritage 
 

• Price $15.00.  Reservation change/cancellation date: November 8th 

• The by-laws state “any member failing to cancel her luncheon reservation by the cancellation 
deadline is responsible to pay for that reservation.”  

• Registration 11:00-11:20; meeting will start promptly at 11:30; lunch service at 12:15 

• Please advise your telephone contact if you have any special dietary requirements. 

Menu: Roast Pork Loin served atop Herb Mashed Potatoes with Five Onion Jus & Garlic  

Flashed Sautéed Spinach Dessert: Chocolate Layer Cake with Whipped Cream &Vanilla Sauce 

 

Message from the President  
 

I wish all of you a very Merry Christmas and to our Jewish members, a Happy Hanukkah. This  

year Hanukkah begins on Christmas Eve so we will all be celebrating at the same time. 
 

A sign-up sheet will circulate at the December meeting for anyone who wants to be on the 

Fundraising Team to brainstorm ideas for our Fashion Show in 2018. 
 

December’s Evening Meeting will be at Carrabba’s Restaurant, 2500 Richmond Road. We need at 

least 8 people to make a reservation. Day members are encouraged to attend. Please let me know by 

Sunday, December 11
th

 if you will be going. Email lgrygalonis@cox.net or call 757-810-2511. 

 

Reporting 
 

Please help your Committee chair by getting all the information to them as soon as possible (projects 

worked on, money donated, volunteer hours, etc.). The Club has a deadline to submit this information to 

the District. Let’s all help so we can show the District, State and GFWC our amazing accomplishments. 

Any volunteer hours you have with other Club approved organizations can be reported directly to me. 

Thank you, Kathy Roper, kroper@cox.net, 757-253-2438. 
 

To Committee chairs: to find reporting forms and instructions, go to the GFWC Virginia website. 

gfwcvirginia.org, click on the word REPORTS, scroll down to REPORTING FORMS for narrative 

instructions and form. Fill out the form and email to me by the end of the year. If you need a report from 

last year as a guide, contact me and I will get it to you. 
 

Corresponding Secretary: Betty Nicholls – no report 
 

Treasurer: June Rhodes – no report 
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The Volunteer Coordinating Committee: Joan Pavlica – no report 
 

Planning Committee: Lois Ellsworth - no report 
 

Arts: Ann Cooper 
 

The Committee will meet on Thursday, December 8, at 10:00AM at the entry way to 

the Colonial Williamsburg Art Museum (formerly the DeWitt Wallace Decorative Arts 

Museum). This will be followed by lunch. All Club members are welcome to join us.  

Contact Ann Cooper at 757-345-2683 or veraanncooper@cox.net. 
 

 

Reminder: Craft Contest will take place at the January meeting. 
 

 

Community Service Program Coordinator: position open 
 

Conservation: Nancy Schusheim y 

 

Five-year-old Lila Rose of Williamsburg chose to collect 

broken crayons and money in lieu of presents at her August 

birthday party because she wanted “other children to be able  

to dance.”  Lila is a kindergarten student at Rawls Byrd 

Elementary. 
 

Her mother explained that Lila gets an allowance that she has 

to break into thirds: one third is hers, one third is to save, and 

one third is for philanthropy. She donated $200 to the WCW 

Scholarship Fund - some her own money and some from the 

birthday gift donations.  
 

Thank you, Lila!! 
 

 

 

The Conservation Committee made over $300 at the sale in November. Approximately $170 was 

raised by the poinsettia sale (thank you Sally Kellen). Thanks to all the members for your donations 

and purchases contributing to our cause. Many critically ill children will have these specially 

formed crayons and wake to see their own drawings each day. 
 

We continue to collect cell phones and glasses for Avalon, Pop Tops for Ronald McDonald House 

and bottle caps from soda bottles for Lafayette High School. Save your unwanted vases for our 

March collection for Blooms That Brighten.   
 

Education: Jean Migneault 
 

At the November General meeting the Committee collected 17 coats for Head Start. Thanks to Ann 

Cooper for delivering them to Head Start. They were most appreciative. 
 

Don’t forget to save the Campbell Soup labels and the Healthy Choice Label for Education. 

Thanks to Keeta Hodson for distributing them to the schools. 
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Event Coordinator: Ann Lysenko 
  

November 10th Card Party was a fabulous success with a net income of $1,516. Many thanks to all 

members for your dedication, hard work and generosity. Help and donations were offered without 

my asking, ladies, you are the best ever! Thanks to Jean Migneault who took care of very important 

aspects behind the scenes; located and delivered card tables for us to use that day, confirmed the 

reservation at Kingspoint Clubhouse, arrived early for the set-up and stayed late to check that 

everything was in place. 
 

Home Life: Shelley Rose & Martha Mitchell 
 

Salvation Army Kettle Bell Ringing: We had a very successful two days of Kettle Bell Ringing 

with a total of $714.18. Many thanks to the ladies who gave their time to volunteer for this very 

worthy program. It was also fun to share this time together. 
 

Blayton House Annual Holiday Gifts will be collected at the December meeting. 25 women,  

7 men and 4 couples reside at Blayton House. Items such as socks, scarves, gloves, puzzles, 

crossword puzzles, toiletries, note paper, and decks of cards are good choices. 
 

Health Report by Home Life Committee Health Advisor: Mabel Marten 
 

October was Breast Cancer Awareness Month, but we need to be aware of breast cancer every 

month; early detection is key to achieving the best possible treatment outcome. Get to know 

your body, and conduct regular monthly self-breast exams.   

Warning signs include: 

Breast changes that do not go away such as a lump, thickening, swelling, or dimpling 

Irritation of breast skin 

Nipple distortion, retraction or scaliness 

Nipple discharge, pain or tenderness 

It is recommended that you see your doctor annually, have the doctor include a breast exam, and 

remain up to date with mammograms per your doctor’s recommendation.  

Sentara Hospital and Riverside Hospital each have a Breast Cancer Navigator, and both hospitals 

maintain Breast Cancer Support Groups. For more information, contact Sentara’s Navigator, 

Barbara Francks at 757-345-4016 or Riverside’s Navigator, Elizabeth Carter at 757-594-4229.  
 

International Outreach: Sue DiPette 
 

The International Outreach Committee continues to collect cancelled stamps from your letters, 

and feel free to make blankets for Operation Smile. 
 

Membership Committee: Kim Galvin & Amy Payton - no report 
 

Program Committee: Ann Lysenko 
 

December's speaker is Elisabeth Reiss who will present a “One Woman Performance.” 

As her bio is extensive and would take a considerable amount of time to read at the meeting,  

it is included here.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

Mrs. Reiss recently returned to Williamsburg with her husband, Mitchell B. Reiss, current 

president and CEO of the Colonial Williamsburg Foundation She is a founding member of  

the Colonial Williamsburg Art Museums Board, an advisory panel that works to advance the 

mission of the museums. She also joined other local residents as a Colonial Williamsburg 

volunteer, working on such hands-on projects as fence painting in the Historic District. 
 

Her diverse background in the performing arts includes acting on stage and television, 

scriptwriting and dance. She studied ballet, modern dance, jazz and tap at the Ivy Baker 

School of Dance in Essex, England, and received voice training at the London Academy of 

Music and Dramatic Arts School of Speech and Drama. She earned a degree in drama and 

theatre from Colchester Technical College in Essex and was awarded full scholarships to  

both the Royal Academy of Dramatic Arts and the Webber Douglas Academy of Dramatic 

Arts in London. She chose to study at the Webber Douglas Academy.   
  

Mrs. Reiss has performed a one-woman show based on the comedy of Joyce Grenfell in 

Washington, D.C., Williamsburg and the United Kingdom. She played the lead role of Clare 

Beaumont in “Daisy Pulls It Off,” an Andrew Lloyd Webber production in London’s West 

End that won Best Comedy of the Year. She also performed the role of Simone in 

“Marat/Sade” in numerous regional theatre productions.  
  

She has appeared on television comedies and dramas including: “Are you Being Served?” 

“The Little and Large Show,” “The Kenny Everett Show,” “Comrade Dad,” “Dempsey and 

Makepeace,” and “’Allo, ’Allo!”  Her national television commercial credits include Avon 

cosmetics, Heineken beer and the Ford Motor Company. A script she wrote about behind- 

the-scenes intrigue in Washington, D.C., sold to Showtime. Her dance credits include  

working with Jacques Dambois’ “Danceworks,” a company dedicated to deaf dancers.  
  

Mrs. Reiss a native of Clacton-on-Sea in Essex, England, became a U.S. citizen in 1998. She 

previously served on the PTA board of James River Elementary School and is active in a 

number of charitable organizations that benefit breast cancer, literacy and providing socks and 

underwear to children in need. She earned a certificate of record from the Guinness Book of 

World Records for continuously stringing 40,000 pink beads, with each bead representing a 

$1 donation to the Susan G. Komen Foundation for Breast Cancer. 

 
 

 

Corrections and Additions to the Yearbook 
 

Elaine Smith’s email should be: mallonson@gmail.com 

Page 9: add Tiffany Phillips as the Evening Chair 

Page 10: Tidewater District President is Karyl Mahoney, email: karylannpat@verizon.net 
 

New members: 
 

Lori Jagoda, 2872 Sandy Bay Road, Williamsburg 23185, 757-377-3750, denlorj@gmail.com 
 

Linda Lind, 136 Waters Edge Drive, Williamsburg 23188, 757-345-2393, LAL550214@gmail.com 
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